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DeceMsER 28, 1820. 


To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, : 
Sin,—Sométine ago I requested the informa- 
d sent the Nos. of the fe rege which 
“< to Professor STUART appeared. ou were 
loaned to inform me that they had been pent ai 
After receiving this informafion I transimitied by mail the 
following letter to him, which I now send you the copy 


of for publication. 


REV. 
tion, if you ha 


Jury 4, 1620. 
Rev. Moses STuArRtT, 

SIR.—Sometime ago I addressed several letters to 
vou throngh the medium of the * Universalist Magazine.’ 
i requested the Nos. to be sent you in which these let- 
ters appeared. No reply being made | began to doubt 
whether my request had been complied with, ‘To sat- 
yself 1 made the inquiry, and in the Magazine of 
luly Let, the Editor informs me that the Nos. in which 
ihe above letters appeared were certainly sent you. | 
rmav therefore conclude that you have seen these letters 
though vou have not thought fit to say any thing to re- 
lieve my mind from the difficulties wliich your book to 
Mr. Channing occasioned. 

It is probable upon reading my letters that you con- 
cluded they were written by a Universalist, and were 
intended to draw you into controversy with them. I 
assure you that this was not the case. I never knew 
what it was to be shaken in my faith on this subject un- 
til 1 read yonr book. ‘The paragraph on which I took 
the Tiberty to remark siruck me with all the force | 
ineufioned. My letters were written in the uprighiness 
ne integrity of my heart, and with an unfeigned desire 
that vou would, if possible, relieve my mind from the 
perplexity which you had occasioned. It is true that 
my letters have the shape in some places, of one not 
writing to have doubts removed, but rather of one wri- 
ting to defend sentiments most surely believed. This 
was done with the express design that your reply might 
be shaped not merely to suit me but to convince the 
Universalists. If they be in an error some means ought 
to be used to convince them of it, and no man seems 
mere capable of doing it than yourself, and doing it in 
the spirit of meekness. 

My design in the present communication is to beg it] 
as a favour that you would say something to relieve th: 
difficulties of my mind which | stated in my letters. As} 
your book has been the means of creating them, I wish 
from my heart that you may be the means of removing 
them. But as the paragraph on which I remarked con- 
firms the faith of Universalists, if you:’eem them to be 
in error, the interest of truth demands from you some 
explanation. For my sake, for their sakc, and above 
all, for the sake of the truth, | hope you will conde 
scend to do this. | tremble to embrece error of eny 
kind, If my heart does not greatly deceive me, | sin- 
cerely desire to know and obey whatever God has re- 
vealed in the scriptures. Had I been the means of shak- 
ing your faith on any subject as you have done mine, | 
would render you every assistance in my power This 
assistance | earnestly request of you. 1 am fully aware 
that from your professional and other duties you cannot 
spare time to write largely on this sabject. I make no 
such demand. All 1 wish you to do is in a brief way to 


isfy n 


derstand the scriptures and your comments on them dif- 
ferently, which occasioned my remarks, 

Since I finished my letters to you I have been exam- 
ing the places in which (ta pants) occur which you say 
mean the universe. It will be additional favour con- 
ferred on me if you could so shape -your answer as to re- 
lieve similar difficulties arising from the following texts 
in which ta panta are found ‘v1 Cor. xv. 24—29; Col. 
i. 16--21; Heb. ii. 6—10; Eph. i, 10; Philip. iii. 21, 
&e. &c. 

Any reply to my letters which you may be pleased to 
make, I presume will be admitted jnto the Universalist 
Magazine, the editor of which instead of avoiding rather 
invites disgussion. My only reason for not giving my 


saying I had embraced the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion, when I am only using every proper means to avoid 
it. There is no danger of my doing so if you can state 
evidence that the views advanced in your letters: are 
consistent with the opposite doctrine. If you cannot 
do this how can we avoid being Universalists ? 

I have only to add, that I esteem your talents and 
character, and sincerely hope my estecm will be imcreas- 
ed by your gratifying my wishes in this communication. 

I am yours as formerly, &c. 


Sucn Sir, is a true copy of the let(er sent to Mr. Stu- 
art. If he ever sent you any communication relative to 
the above, I know it not. Certainly I have never ob- 
served any thing in your Magazine of this nature, though 
a constant reader of it. I have certainly waited a rea- 
sonable time for his reply, but as none is given I shall 
now state my reasons for sending you the above for pub- 
lication. ' 

First of all then, I am net ashamed to say that J am 
inquiring afier truth, Since [ have finished my letters 
to Mr. Stuart 1 have given his letters another reading 
which has led to a few more letters to him which I shall 
send you for publication. Before doing this 1 wish it 
to be seen that I have used every proper mean (o induce 
Mr. Stuart to some explanation, Should he still decline 
this, I most sincerely request any other person to do 
this for him and prevent me from error if | am wrong. 
If my former letters and these I futend sending to you, 
can be fairly answered. 1 shal] esteem the man who does 
this my best friend. Be pleased therefore to publish 
this and send the Nos. of the Magazine in which my 
letters may appear to Mr. Stuart. I pledge myself to 
send you with the last letter what will cover the ex- 
pence. Iam Sir, your’s respectfully. &c. 


AN INQUIRER AFTER TRUTH. 
-— D+ Oo 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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To the Fdilor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Rev. AND DEAR SiR, It was with pleasure inexpres- 
sible,that | read the ; ro. ectas,in a late number of your 
very valuable paper, to the publication of the Rise and 
Progress of Universalism. This work has for some time 
heen much needed, not only tocheer the true beliey- 
erm universal benevoleuce but also to show to the oppo- 
sers of iruth, the difficulties encountered, and the obsta- 
cles surmounted by those whom they denounce as heret- 
ical, licentious, &c. Presuming that it would forward 
the work, and relieve your honorable body from some 
embarrassments, I bave designed to take up my pen for 
the purpose of communicating to you, the state of Uni- 
versalism in this place. But a few years have elapsed 
since the advocates for impartial goodness and unbound- 





afford me a clue whereby | may be led out of the diffi- 


culties which I have stated in oy letters. f sianply wir! 


ed benevolence, were few in number, and those few un- 


| lettered men, surronnded by men of erndition and tal- 


vou to state by what fair rule of iaterpretation I can un- jeut, who were always desperate in contest, and terrible 


name is, it would be foolish to afford people occasien of 








NO. 29. 





in argument. Their labours for years appeared to avai! 
but little; but notwithstanding they bad the popular 
doctrines of the age and superstition to contend with, 
they marched firm and steady toward the mark of the 
high calling, determined on conquest ; and this conquest 
they determined to effect with the true weapons of the 
christian religion, viz. fair and simple reasoning deduci- 
ble from scripture, charity and forbearance. 
they predicted, go it is, error has fallen, and superstition. 
has breathed its last with many who were once foremost 
in the ranks of opposition; and it now can be said by 
many, that whereas ‘ we were once blind now we see,’ 
and no longer doubt the salvation of all men. It was 
with infinite satisfaction that the believers of Universal- 
ism witnessed the spreading of truth; they rejoiced to 
hear that many had tasted that the Lord was good ; their 
souls were refreshed with the pleasing prospects before 
them, that ere long they should be embraced in the arms 
of that Love ‘ that works no ill, and purifies the heart.” 
After taking a comparative view of the state of their 
faith in 1819 with what it was but a few years since, they 
were induced by motives pure in themselves, to form a 
Society,erect a respectable building,and consecrate it to 
the worship of that God who conduets and superintends 
the affairs of the universe. They accordingly met in 
February last past, formed a very respectable society, 
and concluded to erect a house of public worship as soon 
as practicable, the building of which they commenced 
early on the ensuing season. By the exertion of persons 
engaged, it was soon ready for raising. On the day which 
was appointed for the raising of it, about five hundred 
persons attended, among whom was brother Jon&s, a 
very able and worthy preacher of the Abrahamic faith, 
who addressed the throne of grace in a very impressive 
and eloquent manner. He also addressed the assembly, 
recommended and enforced subordination and good con- 
duct; urged the necessity of temperance and sobriety ; 
forcibly demonstrated the benefits that would result from 
harmony and pesce, and concluded by inviting the hoa- 
ry headed father, whose cheeks were furrowed with 
thought, and marked with age—the giddy youth—all 
classes and denominations to partake of the rich ban- 
quet that would be spread in the building which they 
were now erecting. He was assisted by broth: r Knapp, 
a minister of the gospel, who is characterised for solid 
reasoning, respectability, candour and judgment, and 
highly esteemed for inculcating good principles, and ex- 
efcising good will toward men. In short the day was 
very fine and favourable, and all was conducted in a 
manner, pecoliarly gratifying to every person present, 
and without the occurrence of a single accident. The 
building is nearly finished ; meetings have been held in 
it several times ; the society increases, and | think my- 
self warranted in saying, that Jight begins to illuminate 
the dark understandings of men, and truth is rapidly 


: progressing ! 


A word respecting myself and J] am done. Some few 
months since, people generally paid considerable atten- 
tion ta subjects of religion; many believed them+clyce 
regenerated ; mectings were held almost every night in 
the week ; large numbers attended; and ia a very short 
time, there were many candidates for the church of the 
standing order. Young and old are now busily engaged 
in distributing tracts, sermons, books, &c. 1! for some 
time paid but little or no attention to the proceedings ; 
at length, however, one of my uearest and dearest friends 
seriously addressed me with an inquiry of whet I thonght 
upon the ajl-impor':nt subject. Notwithetanding ! had 
read and thought ior myscl/, beeu seriouslysdisposed fir 
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years, iid lived a moral life, their ‘address, the tone o' 
their voice, their agitation and the concern they exer 
cised for my eternal welfare, powerfully impressed me 
I thought, I read, and even dared to secretly ask tl. 
God that made me to instruct me. Alter some day 
mourning I found that my mind was at ease, and I wa- 
pretty certain that the Saviour had disclosed himself to 
me in all the beauties imaginable. Love divine swelle: 
by bosom ; my desires expanded as the heavens, and | 
could embrace every creature in the armsof love. But, 
sir, these feelings were of but short duration! It was 
no sooner known that I had experienced a “* change of 
heart,”’ than [ was visited by the religious people of the 
neighbourhood. They urged me to a discharge of a 


‘ duty binding upon, every professor, that of joining the 


church. They were not not electioneering they would 
have me understand, but verily believed their church to 
be the best extant, and were well aware that their 
ehurch covenant contained rea] orthodoxy. They ad- 
verted to their excellent creed, the ** Westminster di- 
vines’ catechism,” as proof of their being right. They 
declared without any apparent tokens of doubt or re- 
gret, that there was great joy in believing that God had 
decreed the happiness of some, and the never ending 
misery of others. Can you believe, my dear sir, that 
any man in his senses could assent to so much incon- 
sistency and self righteousness? That I did assent to 
it is a fact, and had no doubt but I was one of the bles- 
sed “elect,” and repeatedly called upon others, very 
pompously too, to forsake their sins, when the hideous 
monster was lurking in my own bosom. But, sir, ‘ our 
Father in heaven’ saw Git to continue me in this situa- 
tion but a short time. The doctrine of election and 
reprobation were too strong for me. I meditated with 
horror on the dreadful situation of the non-elect in a 
future world, I considered myself as one doomed to 
irremediless woe, as rolling in flaming sheets of fire, and 
enduring torments inconceivable in their nature, and 
endless in their duration. These reflections, sir, pro- 
duced a happy effect. I could view the situation of the 
wicked more clearly than when I thought myself one 
one of the favourites of God’s grace; my humanity re- 
volted at the idea, the shocking idea of my being cter- 
nally punished, and why not!? This brought me to 
my senses. I entered into an examination of the sub- 
ject, and fervently prayed God to illuminate my mind 
with truth. I searched the scriptures daily, reasoned 
npon the subject, contrasted truth with falsehood, found 
30 Causes posterior to effects, and laid it down as an 
axiom, from which I shall never depart, that an effect 
cannot exist without a cause... This examination you 
will readily conclude landed me on the fertile shores 
of Universalism. No sooner were my religious friends 
made acquainted with the fact, that I was a Universal- 
ist, than a terrible ‘hue and cry’ was raised.. The en- 
gines of slander were soon put fn operation to destroy 
the reputation of one who, but recently they had ac- 
knowledged as a brother in Christ.. Though | am in- 
clined to cast the mantle of charity over this part of 
the scene, I must declare that these godly and civilized 
people were continually inventing and promulgating 
crue), unfounded and dirty slanders against every Uni- 
versalist assailable.. But, sir, as is generally the case, 
they builded a gallows and hung. themselyes.. The 
more they opposed the doctrine, the more it gained 
credit; the more they attacked the principles of. the 
Universalists, the more they found them at their posts 
with arguments, scripture and reason which they could 
1otrebut, and generally sought protection. by dismissing 
tue subject. So much for Superstition / / so much for 
Orthedory ! ! 

Ihave only to add that there is jay unspeakable and 
full of glory in believing that God’s love is universal and 
unbounded; and never was my joy greater. than when. 
{ believed that in the fulness of the dispensations of 
time, all nations in héaven and on earth would be gath- 
ered together, and that my friends and enemies would 
Snally enjoy the telicitics of heaven, and rejoice in the 
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salvation of cvery bresture. That all may be eternal- 
v blessed is the unchangeable will of God and desire 
if your sincere friend and brother in Christ Jesus. 
Genre, 
Cooperstown, N.Y. Dec. 2, 1820. 
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To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Rev. Sir,—On reading L***** in the last Magazine, 
i felt desirous.of making some inquiries, and of offer- 
ing some suggestions relative to his communication. 

If I understand him, be professes to give us a brief 
account of the successiye conditions of mankind before 
the coming of Christ, and also of the several different 
ways in which the Almighty had made himself known. 
Firstly, he says, ‘* we learn from dhe infernal sense of the 
word, that the church which existed before the flood, 
had an intuitive perception of truth,’ and such wisdom 
as-to Know all spiritual things, by their emblems or 
representations in-the material creation. Secondly, 
that in time this intuitive perception was lost through 
the perversion of the wil! and unaerstanding ; and that 
God therefore provided a writing which exhibited the 
correspondence of natural things to spiritual things, and 


enabled men to attain scienitfically, what the ancient. 


people knew intuitively. This writing, it appears, was 
not our present Bible, but still more ancient; for he 
says, ‘‘it was referred to and quoted in the word now 
extant with us, as may be seen in Numb. xxi.”’ &c, &c. 
Moses, he says too, took the first chapters of Genesis 
from its However, it seems, Thirdly, that this ancient 
revelation became perverted in the decline of the 
church ; and that to preserve a communication between 
heavenand earth,God instituted a representative church 
[the Jewish church] whose outward laws should rep- 
resent the holy things of heaven, and whose successive 
conditions and fortunes should signify internal and di- 
vine things. Lastly, when evil had arisen to its great- 
st height, and there were no other means of saving 
mankind, the Son was sent into the world. This, | 
think, is the substance of his statement on this point. 

Now, Sir, | wish to know whether L***** supposes 
we shall take all this barely on his authority. He talks 
about the intuitive perception of the anteduluvians, a- 
bout the written revelation in the language of corres- 
pondency, anterior to the scriptures now extant, &c. 
as undoubted facts. But, is he not aware that his rea- 
ders are utterly ignorant cf these things? Formyself, 
I never before heard of them. He tells us indeed that we 
are taught by the infernal sense of the word. But what 
is this infernal sense? Will L***** describe it, that 
we may know. it, and be taught by it? Until be does 
this, it is in vain for him to write tous. He might as 
wel] think to instruct us by sending a communication 
in an unknown language. 

Again, L**++* states that the Lord was possessed of 
two distinct humanities; one material and infirm, de- 
rived from the mother Mary; the other, substantial and 
divine, which proceeded from the Father. Here, then, 
we have * the Lord,” “ the infirm human nature,” “ the 
difine hnman natufe,” and ‘* the Father;” and it ap- 
pears that he considers each of these four, distinct from 
the others. The two humanities, even when united, 
do not constitute ** /e Lord,” but are only additional 
natures incorporated with bim ; for L+++++ says, “when 
the Lord came into the world, he assumed, by birth, a 
material or infirm humanity from the mother,” and 
** had a divine humanity from the Father.” Whoeaine 
into the world and took these humanities? Answer; 
the Lord Jesus Christ. If we wish to know what L***++ 
supposes to have been his original character, before the 
addition of the two humanities, we may see his idea by 
looking to this sentence: ** the Lord Jesus Christ is the 


one glorified person, in whom dwells bodily all the ful- 

ness of the Godhead, being himself the Triune God.” 
He goes on, and tells us that this saaie Lord Jesus 

Christ, the.Triune God himself, when standing in the 





state of infirm homanity, said, si “ can do nothing of my- 
self,” and underwent hunger, thirst, sufferings & de ath. 
This is one degree beyond our common Trinitarians ; 
they teach that it was merely the infirm humanity 
which was weak and subject to pain ; but Lt+#t+ tea- 
ches that it. was God himself who could do nothing, 
when he stood in a certain state. 

Setting aside the apparent inconsistency of the idea, 
we ought to have the proof for this statement, before it 
is entitled to any credit And I would here observe 
that we must have some other proof than what is fur- 
nished by the infernal sense of the word. In short, we 
can take nothing for proof, that we cannot understand. 

With the utmost respect for Lt**#**'s talents, and es- 
teem for the goodness of heart he evinces, 1 would sug- 
gest to him the impossibility of benefiting the readers of 
the Magazine by introducing subjects which are taught 
only hy ithe internal sense of the word. I appeal to 
him— Will it be of any use unless he he first communi- 
cates to us a knowledge of this internal sense? And 
will] L+*+++ forgive my plainness, if I say that | am sor- 
ry he proposes to continue his subject in the Magazine ; 
as I fear that he will refer to the internal sense for his 
proofs and authorities. 

Your’s in the Gospel of Truth, 
oe 


— Sto 
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ON ETERNAL MISERY. 

When we cast our eyes on the words ‘ efernal misery, 
what a disconsolate gloom and heart-chilling impressios 
they are calculated to produce on the mind of that 
man who possesses any share of acute sensibility. Also 
when this idea or impression is deeply rooted in the 
bigoted and superstitious mind, and this idea supported 
in a way and manner as to implicate the holy and just 
God, who is the author and finisher of our faith—and 
acknowledging at the same time that God is infinite in 
all his attributes, and according to the conclusion which 
may be drawn from the arguments of those who advo- 
cate eternal misery, it is evident and clear to a demon 
stration from their propositions, that, though God is 
holy, just, all-merciful, and possesses al] power, yet, he 
has fixed and reserved a place called hell, where his 
wrath is to be poured out to all eternity, on poor, heJp- 
less, and short-sighted mortals, the same beings whom 
he created for his pleasure and delight; this to say the 
least, is enough to fill the mind with horror; il is too 
blasphemous an idea for any rational soul to imbibe.— 
And then these acyocates of eternal wisery, in order to 
get clear of this imputation.on their own side, say, that- 
it is God who does al] this—here, all the false notions, 
hypocritical creeds, and absurd dogmas are throwu up- 
on the Almighty. 
Jehovah would be, if all that was indirectly laid to him 
was true. Did the opposers of God’s universal benevo- 
lence, but see their own sandy foundation, they would 
be ready to exclaim, ‘‘ God be merciful to us sinners.” 

Further, can it be possible, that a God all mercy, and 
possessing all power both in heaven and on earth, should 
at the same time, possess an opposite or contrary at- 
tribute, as to prepare a place to execute eternal ven- 
geance and wrath on the human souls iie bas made.— 
These two opposite principles cannot exist in the Deity, 
the infinite eternal. ‘lherefore tie idea of eternal mis- 
ery is abulished at once, and it can be with propriety 
and correctness said, further, that there is uo such idea 
as eternal misery to be found in the whole book of in- 
-piration. If* God-is love,’ how can he be at the same 
time a-God of perfect hatred? If he is a being of ha- 
tred, where is his love? When we endeavour to rec on- 
cile these twe opposite ideas, relative to the Supreme 
Being, it produces a perfect jargon, * contusion worse 
confounded.” Now admitting eternal misery to be 
true, as Calvinists and some other denominations say it 
is, we have to depend entirely upon them for the in- 








formation, as we have it from no other source. This. 


What a strange Being the Suprem@er 
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doctrine of eternal misery makes God the chief agent 
of the devil, yes, I say absolutely, God is erroneously 
made the chief agent of the devil himself. Why? Be- 
cause it appears by orthodox sermons and preaching 
that God became angry and unreconciled to the beings 
he had created; and to retalitate and revenge upon 
them, he made a being on purpose, or permitted one to 
come into existence in some way or other, and allows 
this same evil being to execute all his malice and infu- 
viated spleen upon his children to all eternity. ‘his 
looks like the administration of mercy in an infinitely 
holy God, does it not? Reader, judge ye. Now it ev- 
idently appears from the various accounts that.is given 
nf the devil, by those who are in favour of building up 
his kingdom, that he does no more than what is his in- 
dispensable duty to do—to do the willof God. The 
same as Christ the lamb of God said, ** For | came 
down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the 
will of him that sent me.’ John vi, 38. It appears to 
reflect great dishonor, indeed, upon God, to suppose he 
should send Christ here upon earth, to live, suffer and 
die only for the elect, and Jet #ll the reprobates or non- 
elect go destruction! Were not the elect safe before 
Christ died for them? If they were, why did he not die 
for those who were in the most danger of being lost? 
The scriptures unequivocally say he did, for they say 
‘* Iie came to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
When any thing is in safe custody or keeping with our 
Father who art in heaven, we ought to submit to it and 
feel contented and resigned to his omnipresent power ; 
but when we observe things in imminent danger, espe- 
cially when we take into view our immortal spirits, it 
would be most natural for human pature to pay the 
strictest attention and use the utmost vigilance to res- 
cue them out of this “* horrible pit ;°? now is it consist- 
ent to say, that ‘“*God who careth for us, and has pro- 
mised he will never leave us nor forsake us,” will not 
do as much towards making the human family happy, 
as poor human nature would do, ifit could! But God, 
as the orthodox preachers say, makes the destiny of 
the elect safe; but the poor reprobates are left without 
any merey, no gleam of hope of eternal happiness is 
ever to sooth their agonizing souls. Horrible, horrible, 
thrice horrible ! no man can describe, no tongue utter, 
nor no heart concewe the déleterious effects, and the 
inconsistent doctrine of eternal misery. May the man- 
tle of charity be thrown over and a double portion of 
the spirit of the Lord accompany all those who bold the 
‘ruth inrighteousness. May they remember ‘ that the 
Lord is good to the evil, and kind to the unthankful.” 
** That he sendeth rain upon the just and upon the un- 
just.” ** Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
his berefits. Who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; who 
healeth all thy diseases.. Who redeemeth thy life 
life from destruction ; who crowneth thee with loving- 
Kindness and tender mercies. Who satisfieth thy mouth 
with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the 
eagles.” Psalm ciii. 2-5. ‘+O that men would praise 
the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works 
‘o the children of men.” R. Ctese, 
Middleboro’, Jan. 2, 1821; 
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Yo the Editor of the Universalist Magavine. 


Rev. Sin,—I have been an attentive reader of your 
Magazine,and have the satisfaction to remark,that I have 
derived much information therefrom. Your mode of rea- 
soning and of explaining the scriptures, has led me more 
sensibly to see the universal goodness of God. But there 
are stil som € passages in the bible which are mysterious 
to me, and upon which I have not seen any thing of- 
fered. With your indulgence, I will propose a subject 
for your consideration; which is the works of provi- 
deace with respect to Pharaoh, as recorded in Exodus; 
where it is said that the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, 


so that he would not let the children of Israel go out of 
Egypt, and yet, because he would not let them go, 
Pharaoh, his servants, and the Egyptian people must 
suffer those many judgments, ‘‘ that,” saith the scrip- 
ture, ‘tye may know that ! am the Lord.” If you will 
have the goodness to shew. the impartial goodness of 
God with respect to Pharaoh and the Kgyptians, when 
compared with the children of Israel, you will confer a 
favour on one of your constant readers. W.N. 





FROM THE (N.¥.) GOSPEL HERALD. 





ORTHODOXY. 

Pretenders to orthodoxy have contended that evil ori- 
ginated in heaven, the residence of Deity ; and in proof 
of this, their hypothesis, they refer to Rev. xii.7; ‘* And 
there was warin heaven; Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon, and the dragon fought and his an- 
gels.’ If this is truth, what then is the order of time es- 
tablished in the events related in this Book? Did all the 
events mentioned as taking place prior to this war in 
heaven, happen before the creation and fall of man ? If 
not, then this war in heaven did noé happen before the 
creation and fall of man! According to this, the com- 
mon understanding of this war in hearen, a considerable 
part of the things related must have actually taken place 
before the creation, and the remainder, to have follow- 
ed in regular succession, must have transpired long be- 
fore our day ; and therefore, there can be nothing future! 
It isa great pity that our knowing ones, who assume the 
name of ** Divine Doctors,” did not think before they 
speak, and with all] their knowledge, know this that 
premises will have conclusions ; and that those who in- 
rent the one, must confess their affinity with, and stand 
accountable for the others. 
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AFTER al] that has been said and done in order to 
elucidate the principles of the Christian Religion, and 
te ascertain what will be the state of mortals after death, 
we hear many asking, will all mankind be saved? Shall 
I ** be delivered from this bondage of corruption,” and 
be permitted to dwell with my God, in the peaceful 
shades of purity, through the wasteless ages of eternity ? 
Would to God that we could speak peace to these sor- 
rowing souls, that we could comfort them with some 
heavenly message. Why can we not? Is it because 
we want spiritual consolation? No; for God hath said, 
‘+ ] will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”’ Heb. xiii. 5. 
But ‘‘ the commandments and doctrines of men” have 
been so industriously circulated, and so ingeniously 
mixed with the word of truth, that, when the pure, 
unalloyed word of God itself has been offered to the af- 
fli ted, they have been inclined to doubt either its va- 
lidity, or propriety. “The sick-chamber and death-bed 
can attest to the truth of what we say. Those n.inis- 
ters of the christian religion (if they can with propriety 
be so called) who should have tendered the consolations 
and comforts of this happy dispensation to the weary 
pilgrim who is called to the confines of eternity, have, 
instead of being the harbingers of joy, troubled the 
de ath-cleimed victim with the idea, that he should fear 
that Being who ‘is good. unto all, and whose ten- 
der mercies are over all his’ works;”? whose celus- 
tial messenger saluted the children of men. with that 
joy ful expression, ** Fear not; for I bring you glad tid- 
ings of great joy.”? Is there an individual who has ar- 
rivec to years of discretion, who has not heard that 
much used sentence fall from the lips of some over zea- 
lous preacher, ‘‘ turn, turn, and make your peace with 
God”? But what saith the scripture? ‘* For it pleas- 
ed the Father that.in him (Christ) should all fulness 
dwell, and (having made peace through the blood of his 
cross) by him to reconcile all things unto himself.” A- 





| gain: ‘“* who was delivered for our offences, and raised b 


again for our justification. Therefore, heing justified 
by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” These are unwelcome truths to some peo~ 
ple ; but, independent of the feelings of men, * let God 
be true and every mana liar.” We will close this with 
the word of eternal life; ‘* Comfort ye, comfort ye my 
people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Je- 
rusalem, and cry unto her that her warfare is accom- 
plished, that her iniquity is pardoned.” Ww. 
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QUERY. 


Do those people who contend, and that very justly, 
that God is an infinite enemy to sin, really suppose that 
he will remain so forever? Undoubtedly they do; and 
with them all christians join. What then should we,, 
suppose would be the consequence of this enmity ? Ans 
swer; a complete destruction of sin, and a universal re- 
conciliation of the family of man to perfect holiness. — 
Reader, is not this a rational conclusion? How astons 
ishing is it’ then that those very people who constantly 
contend that God Almighty is an avowed enemy to sin, 
should hold up the idea and support it with all their 
learning, that He will not only permit sin to exist in a 
future state of being, but will keep it in existence thro’ 
the wasteless ages of eternity! Abominable! Is this 
all for which they contend? No; they declare that the 
saints in heaven will shout amen, and sing glory to God, 
while beholding a part of the human family in the tor- 
ments of hell fire! Abominable! What a wretched 
place heaven must be! Who would wish to go there ? 
If this be the real character of the God which these peo- 
ple worship, is it the God of mercies, oris it Moloch ? 

RICHARDS. 








MARRIED, 

In this town, by Rev. Mr. Frothingham, Mr. Gideon 
B. Blasland to Mary Anm Allen. 

By Rev. Mr. Parkman, Mr. John Spear to Miss Mary 
Simpson. 

By Rev. Elias Smith, Mr. Danie] Rand to Miss Eliza 
Howard. 

By Rev. Mr. Sabine, Mr. Moses French, jr. to Miss 
Azubah Cleverly. 

By Rev. Dr. Channing, E. Pope, Esq. of Sandwich, 
to Miss 8. P. Sturgts. 

By Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Wm C. Martin to Miss Sally 
Bennett.—Mr. Aaron Wallis to Miss Betsey Barrett. 





In this town, Mrs. Sarah Woodward, aged 70. Mr. 
William B. Carter, 18. Master Joshua Eaton, 11. Mr. 
George Sylvester, 44, Miss Sarah Stetson, 22. Mrs. 
Lucretia Avery, 100. Charles, son of Mr. John Mitch- 
el], 3mo. Mrs. Sarah Tucker, 73. Dr. Moses Barker, 
73. Mrs. Sarah Barry, wife of Mr. Thomas Barry, 52. 
Robert, son of Mr. Henry Williams, 14 mo. Elizabeth, 
daughter of Mrs. E. Davis,3 y.. Mrs. Mary Miller, 36. 
Eliza Ann, daughter of Mr. Wm. Stubbs, 15 mo. Ja- 
cob L. Peabody, 14, Capt. James Pratt. Mr, Thom- 
as Neil, 24. 

On his passage from St. Thomas, Mr, Joseph Locke, 
son of Mr. Joseph Locke, aged 15. 

In Taunton, Rev. John Pipon, pastor of the Congre- 
gational Church ip that place. 

In Cambridge, Doct. William Gamage, aged 76. 

At Plymouth, Hon. Joshva Thomas, 69. 
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JUST PUBLISHED, 
And for sale at This Office—Price 20 cents, 


REVIEW of a Sermon, delivered at Stoughton, 

August 20, 1820, by the Rev. Ebenezer Gay, be- 
ing designed to refute the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion ; more particularly a Sermon delivered in Stough- 
ton in‘June last, by the Rev. Joshua Flagg, of Scituate. 
By Ricnarp CaRRieav¥, pastor ef the ** First Univer- 
salist Society in Attleborough.” 





PRESIDENT ADAMS, 


JUST published by A. BOWEN, and for sale at this: 
Office-—-A PORTRAIT of the venerable John Adams, . 





—price one doar. 
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POrTS CORNER, 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
nanan 


CONSOLATION AT DEATH. 
WHY is it said, those who believe 
And trust in universal grace, 

Cannot in death sweet joy receive 
Nor bid the world farewel in peace ? 





Should I, when on a dying bed, 

Despair for half mankind or more, 
Believing all our creeds have said, 
Of endless pain when time is o’er, 


Could this with joy my heart inspire, 
And hush each anxious care to rest ; 


>» Yea satisfy each fond desire, 


Arising in a dying breast ? 


When o’er my dying couch shall bend 

A weeping wife and children dear, 

Then boundless grace sweet peace shall send, 
And wipe affliction’s falling tear. 


A hope that we shall meet again, 
“In worlds of light and endless rest, 

Beyond the reach of death and sin 

Must calm the sorrows of each breast. B. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
ane 
The following Hymns were sung at the Dedication 
of the Meeting House of the ** First Universalist So- 
ciely in Rorbury.” 
HYMN. 


In sweet exalted strains, 
The King of glory praise :. 
O’er heaven and earth he reigns, 
Thro’ everlasting days :— 
He with a nod 
The world controls, 
His arm supports 
The distant poles. 


T’o earth he bends his throne, 
(His throne of grace divine ;) 
Wide is his bounty known, 
And wide his glories shine. 

O may we find 

His. promis’d rest— 

Be with his smile 

And presence blest. 


Then, King of glory come, 
And with thy presence crown 
Tims Tempce, as thy dome— 
This people as thy own. 
Beneath this roof, 
O deign to show 
How Gop can dwell 
With men below. 


Here may thine ear attend 

Our interceding cries ; 

And grateful praise ascend, 

Like incense, to the skies; 
Here may thy word 
Melodious sound ; 
Celestial joys 
Diffusing round. 


Here may each willing soul 
Imbibe thy truth. and love— 
And converts join the song 
Of seraphim above ; 
Aud anxious crowds 
Surround thy board, 
With sacred joy, 
Aad sweet accord. 





Here may our unborn sons 
And daughters sound thy praise, 
And shine like polish’d stones, 
Thro’ long succeeding days. 
Here, Lord, display 
Thy saving power— 
Till earth and time 
Are known no more. 
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HYMN. 


Tuov, from whose hand all goodness flows 
Through boundless space, in currents free, 
Whose favor ev’ry creature knows, 
Accept our grateful praise of thee. 


Of the rich grace thou dost bestow, 
May we our thankful offerings bring, 
And feast with ‘joy in courts below, 
And all thy wonders speak and sing. 


From vain oblations, O our God, 
Preserve the table of thy grace, 
And make thy spirit and thy word 
A feast of gladness in this place. 


Here may the precepts of thy love, 
Like dews distill on old and young ; 
And, as in brighter courts above, 

Thy praises dwell on ev’ry tongue. 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 
ww 

WueEn we look abroad on the Christian Church, and 
see into how many sects and parties it its divided, many 
of them advocating doctrines diametrically opposite to 
each other, and afterwards examine the unity and sim- 
plicity of the doctrine of Christ as displayed in the New 
Testament, we are lost in amazement that so much er- 
ror, strife, and dissention should have crept into relig- 
ion, and still be retained with undiminished reverence, 
particularly in ar age like the present, when an access 
to the fountain of all truth, is in the power of al] witl.- 
out distinction, from the highest even to the lowest.— 
It is high time that a reformation should take place in 
the charch, and the creeds of human councils, and sy- 
nods be rejected for the creed of Christ—of God, as set 
forth on ** the page of truth’?—that we no longer re- 
ceive as the faith of the Bible, doctrines built upon de- 
tached portions of the divine testimony, and propt up 
by an abstract metaphysical reasoning, the very foun- 
dations of which are arbitrary data entirely of man’s in- 
vention. —It is high time that we acknowledge our own 
ignorance, and go at once to the foot of the cross for 
instraction. 

To take a general and very rapid view of the theolo-' 
gy and morals inculcated by the New Testament will 
be the subject of the present number, and they will be 
found to be such as are most consonant with the char- 
acter of a Gop, and in every instance designed to per- 
fect the virtue and consequent happiness of human na- 
ture ; and, though totally contradicting in a majority of 
instances the fine spun theological system of self styled 
orthodoxy, they are not the less true and precious. 

The ideas we are here taught to form of the Dirinily, 
are such as are agreable to the first dictates and princi- 
ples of natural religion, and which the mind approves 
as just and rational. The gospel leads us to cherish the 
the most exalted ideas of the majesty of the ong Su- 
preme Gop, the great Creator and governor of the uni- 
verse, from whom all beings ultimately proceed, and 
to whore glory all things will ultrmately conspire.—It 
represents this being under the most amiable character, 
to engage our affection, and attract our Jove to him.— 
That we and ours are perpetually under the superinten- 
dance of his paternal guardianship apd care—that he is 
ever disposed to direct our enquiries, secure us from er- 
ror, illuminate our minds and supply our wants; and 








that he watches over ovr best interests and happiness | 


with all the anxiety end afie tion Which distisgui pore 
ental kindness. hut all rationally are the ofisj ring 
and unalienable subjects of this Good Being, who mokes 
the wisest and best provision for their happiness boti in 
time and eternity. —That the providence of Cod is uni- 
versal, and extends to every individual in the whole sys- 
tem of beings. That nota sparrow fulls to the ground, 
nor a hair from our head without the cognizance of the 
Almighty. That ifGod regularly supplies the retur- 
ning wants of the brute creation, and clothes even a tran- 
sient flower with such inimitable beauty, much sore are 
ratonal creatures the objects of his providential care, — 
It leads us to concieve how infinitely dear the human 
race is to God, whose recovery from sin and consequen: 
happiness is the object of his concern, and whose re- 
demption and salvation, a principle of lore and compas 

sion for them induces him, by a gracious interposition, 
to effectand secure, [{ It represents him asa pure spir- 
it, not to be worshipped with superstitious foppery, 
splendid and unmeaning decorations, magnificient fab 

rices, and the pomp and pageantry of external show—- 
but that the worship he requireth, consists in the devo- 
tion of the heart, and in the oblation of pure and holy 
affections. It teaches us, that we are not to conceire 
of God, as a being whom we can prevail with to act con- 
trary to his all-wise intentions, by the dint of importu- 
nity, and by such noisy and clamorous repetitions and 
extravagancies as the heathen used in his worship. The 
love of God it enjoins upon us, as the first and great 
commandment—that this great principle should fill and 
possess al] our powers, and influence the whole of our 
conduct—that we should seek after the nearest confor- 
mity to the Deity our imperfections can attain, and ia- 
itate him in doing good, It represents him as continnal- 
ly present with us, the spectator of our conduct, and 
the intimate witness of the principles by which we are 
actnated. It teaches us the great duty of resignatiou 

to him from every argument and motive that can affect 
an ingenious dependant creature, by informing us, that 
all the dispensations of God to us are founded ii infinite 
wisdom and goodness.—that the corrections of his rod 
are salutary; that all his afflictions are messeneers of 
good—that he knows what allotments are best for us, 
and finally will prove most perfective of our virtue und 
happiness. So that piety to Gow, as taught in the gos 

pel, is a most amiable, engaging and rational priuciple, 
worthy such a being as man, to pay to the Divinity— 
the worship here prescribed hath a noble simplicity in 
it worthy of Deity, whose pure and perfeet mind and 
intelligence, and the adoration, jove and imitation of 
him here enjoined, are such as greatly exalt the human 
character, and ennoble and dignify tle heart of the ra- 
tional worshipper. 
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STRICTURES 
ON REV. MR. CHANNING’S SERMON. 
UST Published and for sale at this Office, STRIC- 

TURES on Rev. Dr. CHAnnina‘s Sermon, enti- 
tled, Religion a social principle, delivered in Federak 
street Church on Sunday, Dec. 10, 1820.—By Hosa 

BALLOU, pastor of the Second Universalist Society in 

Boston.—Price 12 1-2 cents. 

A Series of Letters in defence of Divine Rey- 
elation, in reply to the Rev. Abner Kuceland’s serious 
inquiry into the authenticity of the some.—By Hosra 
BALLov, pastor of the 2d Universalist Church and So- 
ciety in Boston. To which is added, a Religious Con- 
troversy between the Rev. Dr Bockminster, and the 
Rev, Joseph Walton, pastors of Congregational Chur- 
ches in Portsmouth, N. Ii. and the Rev. H. Baruov. 

(<3-Subscribers are requested to call or send for their 
Books. , 

A SERMON, delivered hefore the Universal]- 
ist Society in Stonghton, Moss. May 29 1#20.—By Rey. 
JosuvA FLAGG, ministering at Scitnat . 


MINIATURE ALMANAC.—Ve ry stuedl, nest and 
convenient, for Ladies and Gentlemen’s Pocket Box ks, 
for sale at this office, 

SSS ee 
PRINTING OF ALI KINDS, 
EXECUTED AT THIS OFFICE AT SHORT NOTICE.. 
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